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We had a few changes, but 

2009 was another good year 

for your soccer organization.  

We face some challenges 

ahead, and we are confident 

with your continued commit-

ment that the future is bright.   

Itôs hard not to reflect on the 

blessings and successes we 

have enjoyed this year.  We 

have worked hard to develop 

some great relationships with 

our community partners, in-

ternal staff and our volun-

teers.  Itôs time to express our 

gratitude. 
 

I stepped into the position as 

RYSL President this summer 

while doing my usual ñjobò of 

working the fields and facili-

ties schedules.  Thank you to 

our office administrator Diane 

Goethals for covering more in 

fields details as well as fixing 

those emergencies that appear 

when dark clouds gather in the 

sky.  Thank you to our registrar 

Catherine Grekowicz for suc-

cessfully building rosters for 

1700 RYSL kids. 
 

Actually, the field emergencies 

were fewer this year as rain 

seemed to fall on Fridayôs al-

lowing us to rearrange fields or 

move indoors in a proactive 

way.  You may have noticed an 

automated phone call via One-

CallNow or used our website to 

stay informed.   
 

The good weather is a blessing, 
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but having good relationships 

with our facilities providers is a 

wonderful asset.  Rochester 

Hillsô ranger Bert Hallewas is 

key to scheduling several hun-

dred games each season.  John 

Stonerôs team in the Rochester 

Schools host most of our week-

day practices and they have 

been generous in holding time 

in the weatherproof high school 

football stadiums for programs 

from U6 to our U18 age groups.   

The managers at Ultimate Soc-

cer Arenas and the Auburn 

Dome have been able to open 

their doors to us when the out-

door fields became too soggy 

for our Development League. 

A giant THANK YOU to all of the RYSL, RSDL, and RSC 

families, coaches and players who came out to the Buffalo 

Wild Wings Fundraiser held on Wednesday, October 14th. 

We had almost 100 families attend and raised almost $600! 

Chickens all over the metro Detroit area were running for 

cover hoping to keep their wings for one more day (you 

didnôt really think they were Buffalo wings did you?). More importantlyðeveryone had fun! 

For those who couldnôt wait in the long line, thanks for coming! Everyone who made it in and 

got a seat enjoyed good friends, good food and good soccer; proving once again that we are 

more than just soccer,  we are a soccer family! 

Thank you RYSL/RSDL/RSC 

Families! 

Continued on Page 11 

Time is Running Out to Help Us Earn a 

$2,500 Grant from Liberty Mutual  

Help RYSL, RSDL & RSC earn a $2,500 Responsible Sports Community Grant. Please visit 

www.ResponsibleSports.com/Grant and complete the online course and quiz. Every person who 

participates increases our chance of winning! Deadline is November 30thðplease complete today! 

http://www.responsiblesports.com/Grant
https://www.responsiblesports.com/default.aspx


 
 

 

RYSL Coaches Education Expands!  
 

In our continued effort to provide the highest level of coaches education for our RYSL 
coaches, the Rochester Youth Soccer League, under the direction of Director of Coach-

ing, Mark Hamilton, and RSC Technical Director, Jeff Shuk, will be organizing and over-
seeing an ñin houseò licensing course, available free of charge to all RYSL coaches. The 

coaching course, called the ñRò license, will incorporate elements of the MSYSA óEô and 

óDô license courses and present them in a more time and schedule friendly format. The 
course will center on lots of on field activities for coaches to observe and participate in. 

RYSL and RSC players will be used for demonstration purposes. The óRô license will be 
held in March, at the Auburn Hills Golf Center, home of RYSL and RSC training and clinic 

activities. Stay tuned for details on exact days and times.  
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The òRó License is 

available to 

current and future 

RYSL coaches!  

Mike Dubeck , RYSL/

RSC fields manager, 

provides league up-

dates. 

Introducing the òRó License 

Coaches Resource Library 

RYSL/RSC/RSDL 2009 Banquet 
The Board of the RYSL/RSC will be holding their annual meeting and 

banquet on December 4, 2009 at the River Crest Banquet Hall for all 

coaches, managers and board members in appreciation for their volun-

teer efforts. River Crest is located at the northeast corner of Avon 

Road and Livernois Road in Rochester Hills. Their address is 900 W. 

Avon Road. 
 

The evenings events are: 
 

6:00 pmðReception, light snacks, open bar 
 

7:00 pmðDinner followed by Annual General Meeting 
 

Additional information will be communicated under separate cover, 

and questions may be directed to the RYSL office. 
 

We hope to see all of our hardworking volunteers at the banquet.  

Without all of you, the RYSL organization would not be what it is! 
Bill Green was the first re-

cipient of the RYSL Spirit 

Award. Congratulations Bill! 

The RYSL/RSC 

Coaches Re-

source Library 

is a great  

source of 

coaching  

information!  
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Arts & Apples Volunteers are the best! 
Thanks to everyone who answered our last minute call and volunteered to work the gates at 

Arts & Apples. Not only did you help support a great Rochester area event but you helped 

RYSL/RSDL/RSC earn over $375! Way to go! 

Let us help you!  There are many resources available right in our community.  In addition to the óRô 

license being introduced this March, we have a Soccer Coaches Resource Library. 
 

The library includes DVDs, books and periodicals pertaining to all facets and levels of soccer coach-

ing.  Any topic that you want to know more about, we have something to help you! 
 

The library is located in the RYSL office.  Coaches may check out resource material for a two week 

period.  A deposit is required on all materials that are checked out. 
 

Stop in and see what we have to offer! 

Thank you 

to our great 

volunteers! 



 

The Fall 09 RSDL teams traveled to Canton to participate in their first soccer tournament.  Typically, the RSDL teams play all of 

their games against other RSDL teams. In an effort to provide players with additional opportunities, 4 tournament teams were put 

together, 2 girl teams and 2 boy teams. This opportunity was offered on a first come first serve basis to the U9 and U10 RSDL 

players. The four teams played twelve games over the weekend with mixed results. Coach Gordon Gardiner, Director of RSDL, 

shares some thoughts with us on the tournament experience. 
 

ñWe put these teams and players together just two weeks before the tournament so I was very interested to see how we would 

cope against teams that may have been playing together for a while and with full-time goalies.  I was very happy at the way the 

players adapted to the bigger field and the minor rule changes did not 

affect us that badly.ò He went on to say, ñI learned a lot over the weekend 

and I might be making a few changes to the program.ò 
 

Gordon also said that he was proud of the parents for their sideline be-

havior. This was a great experience for the kids and is something that we 

will look to do again. 
 

The RSDL is currently registering for the winter indoor league. Registra-

tion for the spring outdoor 2010 RSDL season will begin January 11, 

2010.  

RYSL - A Place For Everyone To Play! 
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RYSL strives to provide a 
place for everyone to play 

soccerðfrom the beginning 

player to the experienced 
playerðfrom 4 years old to 

18 years old.  
 

Four year olds start out in 
the U5/Micro program. Micro 

soccer meets once a week, 
on Sundays for one hour. 

The first 30 minutes is the 
practice and the second 30 

minutes is the game. Players 

receive a team t-shirt which 
helps them identify their 

teammates and coach.  
 

U6 through U12 players par-
ticipate in the traditional 

RYSL modelðone practice a 

week and one game a week. 
They wear the RYSL uniform 

and play other RYSL teams. 

U13/14 players wear the 
RYSL uniform and have a 

practice each week and play 
RYSL teams; however, they 

also play teams from other 
area leagues. 
  

In the past when a soccer 

player reached U15 there 
was no longer a place for 

them to play and they had to 

hang up their cleats. That is 
no longer the case at RYSL! 

We now offer a  15/16/17 co
-ed league for players who 

enjoy playing soccer and 

want to continue playing in 
high school. 
 

These teams are co-ed, they 

practice once during the 
week and play games 

throughout the season. We 
have had two RYSL co-ed 

teams for the last several 

seasons. They play each 
other and teams from Troy 

and North Macomb. Thanks 
to Coach Fauzi and Coach 

Dena who have overseen this 
effort for the last several sea-

sons. 
 

One of the most common 
questions asked is ñCan my 

child join RYSL?ò He has 

never played before.ò The 
answer is yes! RYSL is for all 

players at all levels.  
 

In addition to RYSL, we offer 
TOPSoccer for developmen-

tally disabled players (see 
page 6 for more information), 

a developmental league, 

RSDL, and a travel league, 
RSC. 

RSDL Teams Participate In Their 

Micro soccer 

players play 3v3 

games, allowing 

for many touches 

on the ball. 

First Soccer Tournament 

Fall, Winter,  

Spring, and Sum-
mer  Programs are 

available. 
 

Check us out and 
find the right place 

for your player!  

RSDL players work to hard to challenge the op-

posing team at the Telecom Cup Tournament. 



Rochester Youth Soccer League 
Indoor Instructional Clinics 

 

The Rochester Youth Soccer league will offer two six-week 

instructional training programs designed to aid in the devel-

opment and refinement of technical soccer  skills. The clinics 

are open to all soccer players aged 4-12 years old. The pro-

gram will be under the direction of Rochester Youth Soccer 

League/Rochester Soccer Club Director of Coaching Mark 

Hamilton and RSC Technical Director Jeff Shuk. RSC coaches 

will be instructors at the sessions. Instruction will consist of a 

highly personalized program in a fun, yet challenging environ-

ment. All programs will be held at the Auburn Hills Golf Center 

located at 141 S. Opdyke, Auburn Hills MI 48326 (south of M-

59). Registration space is limited so sign up early. Registra-

tion deadline is one week prior to the start of each session. 

 
Age/Session Dates     Days/Times 

1st Session 
U4/5, U6  1/10, 1/17, 1/24, 1/31, 2/7, 2/14     Sunday 2-3 pm 

U7, U8, U9 1/10, 1/17, 1/24, 1/31, 2/7, 2/14    Sunday 3-4 pm 

U10, U11, U12 1/10, 1/17, 1/24, 1/31, 2/7, 2/14    Sunday 4-5 pm 

 
2nd Session 
U4/5, U6  2/21, 2/28, 3/7, 3/14, 3/21, 3/28    Sunday 2-3 pm 
U7, U8, U9 2/21, 2/28, 3/7, 3/14, 3/21, 3/28    Sunday 3-4 pm 
U10, U11, U12 2/21, 2/28, 3/7, 3/14, 3/21, 3/28    Sunday 4-5 pm 
 

Cost: $89 per session. Make checks payable to RYSL. Can-

celled checks will serve as confirmation. 

To register: Please fill out and return to RYSL, 1460 Walton 

Blvd, Suite 203, Rochester Hills, MI 48309 or register on-line 

at www.rysl.com. 

Things to bring: indoor shoes or soccer cleats, soccer cloth-

ing, soccer ball, shinguards and water. 

 

Name________________________Age/Birthdate__________ 

 

Address_______________________Current Team__________ 

 

Email_________________________Phone________________ 

 

1st Session     U4/5   U6   U7   U8    U9    U10    U11    U12 

 

2nd Session    U4/5   U6   U7   U8    U9    U10    U11    U12 

 

Please circle age group and session attending., 

 

For further information email, ryslsoccer@sbcglobal.net or call 

248-650-0113 . 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rochester Soccer Developmental League 
 

The RSDL will be offering indoor developmental league play 

for all interested boys and girls aged U7-U10. Teams will meet 

once a week for six weeks. They will have a 45 minute prac-

tice and a 45 minute game back to back. An RSC head coach 

will coach each team. All teams will play 5 v 5. All players will 

receive an RSDL tee shirt as a game jersey. Players should 

use their RYSL or RSDL shorts and socks to complete their 

game uniform. Sessions will be held at the Auburn Hills Golf 

Center located on the east side of Opdyke road just south of 

M-59 at 141 S. Opdyke Rd, Auburn Hills, MI 48326. 
 

Registration space is limited so sign up early. Registration 

deadline is one week prior to the start of the session. 
 

RYSL Coaches are encouraged to register their entire team. 

 

1st Session 
U7/U8 Girls 1/9, 1/16, 1/23, 1/30, 2/6, 2/13  11:30am-1:00pm 

U9/U10 Girls 1/9, 1/16, 1/23, 1/30, 2/6, 2/13  1:00pm-2:30pm 

 

2nd Session 
U7/U8 Boys 2/20, 2/27, 3/6, 3/13, 3/20, 3/27  11:30am-1:00pm 

U9/U10 Boys 2/20, 2/27, 3/6, 3/13, 3/20, 3/27  1:00pm-2:30pm 
 
 

Cost: $120. Includes game T-shirt. 
 

To register: Please fill out and return to RYSL, 1460 Walton 

Blvd, Suite 203, Rochester Hills, MI 48309 or register on-line 

at www.rysl.com. 

Things to bring: indoor shoes or soccer cleats, soccer cloth-

ing, soccer ball, shinguards and water. 

 

Name________________________Age/Birthdate__________ 

 

Address_______________________Current Team__________ 

 

Email_________________________Phone________________ 

 

T-Shirt Size________________ 

 
 

U7 Girls  U8 Girls  U9 Girls  U10 Girls 
 

 

U7 Boys  U8 Boys  U9 Boys  U10 Boys 
 

Please circle age group attending. 
 

 

For further information email, ryslsoccer@sbcglobal.net or call 

248-650-0113. 

T H E  H E A D E R  F A L L  2 0 0 9  

P A G E  4  



 

Rochester Soccer Club  

Advanced Technical Training  

Sessions  
 

 

The Rochester Soccer Club will offer two six week sessions 

of advanced technical training focusing on  òThe art of goal 

scoringó for RSC players who are serious about improving 

their technical soccer skills, and taking their game to òthe 

next leveló. Training will consist of highly personalized in-

struction in a challenging and competitive environment. 

Training will be under the direction of RSC/RYSL Director of 

Coaching Mark Hamilton and RSC Technical Director Jeff 

Shuk.  

Score goals like Ronaldo, òThe art of goal scoringó These 

sessions will prepare players to score more goals. All the 

skills and techniques necessary to become a more effec-

tive goal scorer will be presented; Driving balls from dis-

tance, slotting balls, bending balls, redirecting ballsé 

All sessions will be held at the Auburn Hills Golf Center, 

141 S. Opdyke, Auburn Hills, MI 48326. Please check box 

of age group and session attending. 

Age/Session Dates/Clinic    Days/Times 

1st Session Art of Goal Scoring 
•  U8-U11 1/10, 1/17, 1/24, 1/31, 2/7. 2/14    Sunday 5-6pm 

•  U12-U15 1/10, 1/17, 1/24, 1/31, 2/7. 2/14    Sunday 5-6pm 

 

2nd Session Art of Goal Scoring 
•  U8-U11 2/21, 2/28,  3/7,  3/14, 3/21, 3/28    Sunday 5-6pm 

•  U12-U15 2/21, 2/28,  3/7,  3/14 , 3/21, 3/28   Sunday 5-6pm 
 

Cost: $89 per session. Make checks payable to RYSL. Can-

celled checks will serve as confirmation. 

 

To Register: Return to RSC, 1460 Walton Blvd., Suite 203, 

Rochester Hills, MI 48309 or register on-line at 

www.rysl.com. 

 

Registration space is limited so sign up early. Registration 

deadline is one week prior to the start of the session. 

Name_________________________Age/Birthdate_______ 
 

Address__________________________________________ 
 

Team__________________________Coach_____________ 
 

Email______________________________Phone_________ 
 

For further information email, ryslsoccer@sbcglobal.net or 

call 248.650.0113.  

 

 

 

Specialized Goalkeeper Training 

Michigan Goalkeeper Academy 
 

 

Under the direction of Michiganõs premier goalkeeper 

coach Mark Hamilton. The Michigan Goalkeeper Academy 

will be offering specialized goalkeeper training for all boys 

and girls aged U9-U17. MGAõs comprehensive training pro-

gram is designed to improve the overall technical and tacti-

cal abilities of the beginning, as well as the advanced soc-

cer goalkeeper. Training will consist of highly personalized 

instruction designed to help goalkeepers take their game 

to the ònext leveló. Assisting Coach Hamilton will be Gordon 

Gardiner. Coach Gardiner is a UEFA òBó licensed coach, 

and Goalkeeper Coach for the Oakland University Womenõs 

soccer team. These indoor instructional sessions will be 

held at the Auburn Hills Golf Center (141 S. Opdyke)

located on the east side of Opdyke Rd. just south of M59. 

 

Registration space is limited. Please register early. Regis-

tration deadline is one week prior to the start of the first 

session. 

 

Dates    Times  Cost 

 

1/10, 1/17, 1/24, 1/31, 2/7, 2/14  1:00-2:00 pm $139 

 

Goalkeepers should bring the appropriate goalkeeper 

equipment including; a soccer ball, shinguards, indoor soc-

cer shoes or tennis shoes, goalkeeper gloves, goalkeeper 

jersey 

 

To register please fill out and return to Michigan Goal-

keeper Academy, 438 Whitney, Rochester Hills, MI 48307 

 

Player Name_____________________Age/Birthdate_____ 
 

Address____________________City__________Zip_______ 
 

Phone______________________Club Team_____________ 
 

E-mail address____________________________________ 
 

For further information please visit our website at 

www.mgacademy.net, email michigangoalkeepera-

cademy@hotmail.com or call Mark Hamilton at 248-656-

1695. 
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TOPSoccer just completed another successful seasonñthanks to our great players and hard working volun-

teers. We met for six weeks at Hart Middle School. We braved rain and cold and enjoyed the nice days!  

We started the season with òBring a friendó day. Everyone who attended received a free t-shirt and got a 

chance to check TOPSoccer out.  

At each session we start with a warm-up, stretch in our sharing circle, work on soccer skills and play soccer 

games. Each player is matched with a volunteer coach. The volunteer coach helps the player successfully 

master each task, acts as a mentor and cheerleader.  Emily, a graduate of the TOPSoccer program, was a 

volunteer coach this Fall.  It was terrific to see one of our graduates come back and help other players! 

Thanks to Coach Carol and her hardworking group for another great season. Hope to see you this winter! 

See below for details. 

TOPSoccer will once again offer a winter indoor session on Sundays, beginning Sun-

day, January 10th, at Oakland Christian school in Auburn Hills from 12:30-1:30 pm. 

 

TOPSoccer is a program for young people with disabilities to learn soccer and other 

skills in a caring coaching environment.  The program is headed up by Coach Carol 

Dupack and overseen by Mark Hamilton Director of Coaching and Gordon Gardiner 

RSDL Director. 

 

TOPSoccer dates for the indoor session are 1/10, 1/17, 1/24, 1/31, 2/7, and 2/14. 

 

Please visit our website at www.rysl.com to register online or to download an enroll-

ment form. 

TOPSoccer - Fall 2009 

òOur players 

and volunteers 

make our pro-

gram great! ó 

 

Carol Dupack  

TOPSoccer Director  
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Fall 2009 

TOPSoccer 

players and 

volunteer 

coaches  take 

time for a 

picture on 

the last day 

of the Fall 

season.  

TOPSoccer 

Indoor 2010 

Register Today! 
Volunteer coaches help 

players learn to work 

with the soccer ball. 



Considering Becoming a Referee? 
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Enroll today!  

The RSC Lightning ó00 U10 Girls teams, lead by Jamie White-

head and Chris Hall, participated in an exciting half-time scrim-

mage against each other at the Oakland University Womenôs soc-

cer game on Friday, October 2nd at Ultimate Soccer Arena. The 

girls also participated in a fan tunnel and stood on the field with 

the womenôs team during the National Anthem. Most impor-

tantly, the players and parents watched the OU Grizzlies compete 

in an action packed collegiate level game in which the Grizzlies 

beat their opponent. 

RSC Lightning ó00 White & Blue U10 Girls 

Soccer Teams make the fan tunnel at the Oak-

land University Womenôs soccer game. 

Now is the time to register for a certification class.  Becoming a referee is a great way for teens and adults to help oth-
ers enjoy the game of soccer and make a little money. All referees must be certified and registered with the Rochester 
Soccer Referee Association. RSRA provides all of the refereeôs for all RYSL and RSC games.  New referees become 
certified by completing an 8-hour USSF Referee Certification Program conducted each winter and summer. The note 
below is from the RSRA regarding certification classes. 

Registration will be open soon for a new ref class (Grade 9) in Rochester Hills. Note that this class is for a new ref only. 
Currently, you must be a Grade 9 for one year until you can move up to a Grade 8. In order to register for this class, you 
MUST do so on-line at the State Referee website. All classes will be taught by State-certified instructors. The state web-
site is www.msysareferee.net. At this website you can get to the class by selecting ñentry classesò and then follow the 
procedures entitled ñRegistration Process for Entry-level Clinicsò. Please note that the Metro-East area includes Roch-
ester. When this class opens, please sign up ASAP since the classes are popular and will fill up. 

The RSRA will be sponsoring a NEW referee class in Rochester Hills at Stoney Creek High School on Tuesdays from 
7:00-9:00pm beginning January 12th through February 9th (note that the February 9th date will only be used if one of 
the first four dates is snowed out). The charge to register for the class is $60 and is payable by credit card on the state 
website.  You must attend every class and pass a test at the end of class to receive your certification. 

After you successfully complete the class, you should notify RSRA who can assign you games. Our local ref website is 
www.rsra.org. Send a note to the referee assignor at assignor@rsra.org and he will get you started. In the first year as 
a Grade 9 Level Ref, you can work RYSL games or be an assistant ref at MYSL games. After your first year as a ref, 
you can take a bridge class to upgrade to a Grade 8 ref which will allow you to ref at any level of game. 

To get more information on RSRA, visit their website at www.rsra.org. 

Need a Holiday Gift?  

How about RSC/RYSL Spiritwear! 

 

Looking for that perfect gift for your soccer player?  

Want to show your team spirit?  Then stop by the 

RYSL office and shop our RSC and RYSL spiritwear .  

We have both youth and adult sizes.  Our inventory 

includes hooded sweatshirts, t-shirts, polo shirts, win-

ter hats, baseball hats, and cinch bags! 

 

The RYSL office is open on Wednesdays from 6:30-8:30 

pm and Thursdays from 1:00-3:00 pm.  If these times 

donõt work for you, please call the office for additional 

availability. 



Check Out These RSC Teams  

Reaching Their Goals 

Congratulations to the 

Rochester Soccer Club's 

Lightning White '96 Girls 

team who successfully de-

fended its title at the Petos-

key Autumn Blast Soccer 

Tournament held September 

11-13.  The team put to-

gether five straight wins, 

including four shut-outs, on 

their way to the champion-

ship.  RSC came away with 

a 2-0 victory in the final 

game in a hard fought battle 

against the Clarkston Shad-

ows.  The team is coached 

by James Renton.  

RSC Lightning 96 White takes the championship at the  

Petoskey Autumn Blast Soccer Tournament!  
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RSC Lightning ó00 White U-10 Boys Take Home the Gold at the 

2009 Autumn Blast Tournament in Petoskey! 

It was a beautiful weekend for soc-

cer in northern Michigan, and 

Coach Tati and his boys did not 

disappoint! It was only the second 

time these boys had really played 

together as a team, and they were 

on fireðwinning all 4 of their 

games. Everyone had a great time 

both on the field and off the field 

as this was a perfect opportunity 

for some team bonding! Congratu-

lations to Coach Tati and the team! 

It was a great start to an exciting 

season! 

 


